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Foreword

“Take Off X Have a Nice Trip~ is the annual production of Sun-Shier Dance
Theatre featuring in 2013. In this production, two choreographers are going to
present something related with life and its scenarios.

In some aspects, the choreographer, Yi-Chieh Lin, is transforming the serious
funeral phenomena into the humorous one, named “Have a Nice Trip” . After
retracing our lives and surroundings, there is the positive accumulated capacity
that breaks through the present situation which was fired up in the dance work
choreographed by Hsiu-Ping Chang, named “Take Off.”

Although they are two different dances, without any theatrical connections, the
common initiation of both works is all inspired by the affection of the life.

Yi-Chieh Lin is a potential young choreographer promoted by the company.
She is good at manipulating some ordinary objects into stage props, therefore
to create peculiar atmosphere in her choreography. “Have a Nice Trip” was
commissioned and performed by Sun-Shier Dance Theatre in 2010. On the basis
of her great passion and inspirations from “vampire” movies, Yi-Chieh made
up a solemn funeral which proceeded in a serial of episodes with absurd yet
humorous incidents. This year, 2013, she is going to reconstruct the work and also
propose different aspects of viewing the funeral that will bring up more layers of
interpretations and imaginations about death.

“Take Off” is choreographed by Hsiu-Ping Chang who is always interested in
the subjects that are beyond the aspects of individualities. The work is stimulated
by suffocating circumstances. During the process of brewing the concept, an
impulse that urged to do something is being stirred up, and being wished that the
impulse could take us away from the current situation. Hsiu-Ping comes to realize
that taking an action is one of the ways to release
the suffocation.

“Take Off” is nothing like escaping action of the 3'\

criminals; instead it is a positive accumulated capacity
to break through the present situation. To begin / start / take
off is always far more important than its destination.

“Take Off X Have a Nice Trip’ may or may not have any
connection in their plots. But both works are all made up
with the curious inquires that are toward

“UNKNOWN.” world that we live.
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At times, when we look back to our past lives, we depict and realize our true
feelings, such as the relationships and uncomfortable situations caused by our
surroundings. We probably would realize that something seems to be unsolved
and it maintains the present situation that would be a reluctant way for a certain
moment. But for some reasons, an impulse which arose from nowhere that pushed
us to stand up doing something different from making a change.

And this impulse of doing something, wishing the impulse could take us away
from the present situation, is like an active energy that urges us to do something. It
is very exciting. It’s about the “unknown” that makes it exciting.

The idea of actions toward taking off is set as a playful exploration. This
exploration needs motivated power to make changes, both mentally and physically.
It will be less important if we can take the unknown challenge and then face it.
After all, to begin/ start/ take off is always far more important than the destination.
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Many people avoid mentioning about “death” as if it’s a taboo.

It seems that if someone mentions about it, that one would encounter this taboo.
Let’s say if the funeral is as the last time graduation in life, one would wish the
Sfuneral is a launch to move lightly and happily toward the “unknown” journey.

“Have a Nice Trip” was commissioned and performed by Sun-Shier Dance
Theatre in 2010. The scene was set as a solemn funeral which proceeded in a serial
of episodes with absurd yet humorous incident. The audience would probably
change their typical impression about funeral after watching the dance.

Could we see the deceased person off smoothly in a muddled and disorder
Sfuneral?

Is a corpse the only a shell without soul? Or it still has consciousness and
awareness left for the existence to dialog to?

Could one reborn in another space after passing away from this earth?

“Have a Nice Trip 2013” will not only keep the humorous tones of the
choreography but will also propose different aspects to bring up more layers of
interpretation and imagination about death.
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